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	Course Name
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Course POLS 393-01 Online
	Term and Year: Fall 2019

	CRN 
	

	Class Time
	This class is asynchronous (students can log-in on their own terms as long as assignments are completed on time). Please pay attention to those dates on the class calendar in this syllabus. The expectation is that all work will be turned in by 11:59pm every Sunday. 

	Class Location 
	https://texsu.blackboard.com/webapps/login/
Student Username Is: last name + first name initial + last 4 digits of T# 
Student password is: 6 digit birth date (MMDDYY)

	Course Prerequisites
	

	Instructor
	Linda D. Smith 

	Office Location
	PA 402
	Office Hours
	By Request

	Instructor Email 
	Linda.Smith@tsu.edu
	Instructor Phone
	713.313.5261

	Preferred Methods of Contact 
	Email is the best way to reach me, if you do not have a response in 48 hours, please assume that your email was not received and follow up.
	
	

	Blackboard Help
	For Blackboard troubleshoots dial Dr. Claiborne at 713.313.4853



	Course Description
	

	Course Purpose
	This course aims to introduce you to the cannon of African American political thought. Through readings, media, and discussions, we will explore how black Americans have defined themselves, espoused their thoughts on power and subjugation. We will explore the relationship between slavery and democracy, the role of historical and collective memory, the political significance of culture, and the connections between race and nation.  While underscoring the intersections of race, class, gender, and sexuality we will also exploring the construction of identity.

	Learning Objectives 
	1) Become familiar with the foundational text of African American Political Thought
2) Understand the historical roots of different factions of African American Political Thought.
3) Form and analyze arguments centered around race and power.


	
	



	Material
	

	Textbooks
	              W. E. B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk (Bedford)
Frederick Douglass, My Bondage and My Freedom (Yale)
Ida B. Wells-Barnett, On Lynchings (Humanity Books)	
Marcus Garvey, Selected Writings and Speeches of Marcus Garvey (Dover)
James Baldwin, The Fire Next Time (Beacon)	
Martin Luther King, Jr., Where Do We Go From Here? (Beacon)
Michelle Alexander, The New Jim Crow (Open Media)
Lester Spence, Stare in the Darkness (Minnesota)


	Required Software
	Microsoft Word

	Required Technology
	 Due to the nature of this course, you will need access to a computer to complete assignments for this course. There are several labs you can access to use computers on campus. 
Please check their operating hours.
1. Fairchild Tiger Hub 
2. Student Center Lab, 2nd Floor 
3. Labs within colleges



	Grading
	Grading should be clear and explicit. You may include format, number, weight for assignments, descriptions, as well as a rubric. Below is just an example. 

	Grading Scale 
		A+,A, A-
	
	

	B+
B
B-
C+
C
C-
D+         
	
	





Ds and Fs are failing grades in this course

	D
	
	(Refer to Catalog)

	D-
	
	

	F
	
	




	Major Assignments and Grade Distribution
		Response Questions 
	Each week students will provide a response to a question based on the reading for the week. These essays are not summary essays but rather they must provide your own original thought supported by the readings. These are short essay questions with a maximum word limit of 500 words. Please see BlackBoard for the Response Question Rubric.
	60% of grade

	Final Project 
	Students are to identify a minimum of 5 different contemporary political leaders/thinkers and conduct a study are the writings, speeches, etc. of these individuals.  Students are to trace the intellectual lineage (conservatism, black nationalism, black feminism, etc. ) , thinkers that clearly have had an influence on the individual’s political thought. Students should also identify with whom the individual is engaged in debate with, and ultimately students need to detail the main arguments the individual is making and the future implications that the arguments may have. The Rubric can be found on the assignment link of BlackBoard.
	30% of grade

	Class Participation 
	You are expected to respond to at least one of your classmate’s blogpost for every assignment ( response question). 
	10% Percentage/Points of Total Grade

	
	Total: 
	100% or 100 Points




	

	

	Course Outline
	This can be in the form of a course calendar. We have included a calendar format below.  

	Overview / Course Responsibilities
	All assignments in this class are due Sunday at 11:59pm. There will be no late assignments accepted. 

Each week you will have three assignments due: 
(1) Discussion Board Assignment
(2) One Discussion Board Response (minimum) 

I have provided an outline for you below of all assignments and projects. Please pay close attention to due dates, assignment explanations, and where to submit. 

	Course Schedule 
	Date
	Chapter / Focus
	Assignments

	
	8/26
	I. Introduction: Streams of African American Political Thought



	None

	
	09/02
	II. Defining Questions: The Souls of Black Folk

Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk, Forethought-ch.3
	Response question #1

 Du Bois, ch. 4-6, Washington, “Atlanta Exposition Address”*
	Response questions #2, 3


	Responses due 09//15

	
	09/16
	Du Bois, ch. 7-10
	Response question #4
Du Bois, 11-Afterthought
		Response questions #5, 6

	Responses Due9/22

	
	09/23
	III. American Terrors

	Walker, Appeal, Preamble-Article I*
	Response question #7

Douglass, My Bondage and My Freedom, Editor's Preface, Intro. (pp. 5-25), 
ch. 1-14
	Response question #8

Douglass, ch. 15-25, "Letter to His Old Master," "The Nature of Slavery," and "What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?"
	Response questions #9, 10


	Responses
due
09/29


	
	09/30
	Wells-Barnett, “Southern Horrors,” as far as you can get in “A Red Record”
	Response questions #11, 12

Wells-Barnett, finish “A Red Record”
	Response question #13

	Responses Due 10/06

	
	10/07
	IV. Black Internationalism

Garvey, Selected Writings and Speeches, pp.1-82 
	Response questions #14, 15

Garvey, pp.119-22, 138-47, 160-69, 181-94; Du Bois, “The Souls of White Folk”*
	Response questions #16

	Response Due 10/13

	
	10/14
	V. The Civil Rights Revolution

King, “American Dream,”* “Letter from Birmingham City Jail,”* “I Have a Dream”*
	Response questions #17, 18

Baldwin, The Fire Next Time, as far as you can get. 
	Response question #19


	Responses Due 10/20

	
	10/21
	Baldwin, concluded.
	Response questions #20, 21

Malcolm X: “Message to the Grassroots” (http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/message-to-grassroots/); “The Ballot or the Bullet”*
	Response question #22

	Responses Due 10/27

	
	10/28
	Newton and Seale, “What We Want/What We Believe,” “Rules of the Black Panther Party”*; The League of Revolutionary Black Workers, “Our Thing Is DRUM!”*; Angela Davis, “Political Prisoners, Prisons and Black Liberation”*
	Response question #23

	
	Response Due 11/03

	
	11/04
	Charles Payne, “Ella Baker and Models of Social Change”*; King, Where Do We Go From Here, ch.1-2
	Response questions #24, 25

	King, Where Do We Go From Here, ch. 4-6
		Response question #26

	Responses Due 11/10

	
	11/11
	VI. Post-Civil Rights Challenges

Screening of Kevin Jerome Everson and Claudrena Harold, Sugar-Coated Arsenic

	Bobo, "Katrina: Unmasking Race, Poverty, and Politics in the 21st Century"*; Ransby, "Katrina, Black Women, and the Deadly Discourse on Black Poverty in America"*; Frymer, et al., "New Orleans Is Not the Exception"*; Dawson, "After the Deluge"*; Harris and Carbado, "Loot or Find: Fact or Frame?"*
	Response questions #27, 28

	Stare in the Darkness, Intro., ch. 1-2
		Response questions #29, 30

	Response Due 11/17

	
	11/18
	
	Spence, Stare in the Darkness, ch. 3-Conc.
		Response question #31
 
Alexander, New Jim Crow, Intro., ch. 1-3
	Response question #32
	
	: Alexander, New Jim Crow, ch. 4-6
		Response question #33

	Response Due 12/01

	
	11/25
	VII. Remembering the Past, Imagining the Future

Reparations: Forman, et al. “The Black Manifesto”*; Coates, “The Case for Reparations”*; Reed, “The Case Against Reparations”*; McWhorter, “Against Reparations”*; Virginia resolution expressing “regret” for slavery*
	Response question #34

http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/theory_and_event/toc/tae.17.3S.html: Essays by Melvin Rogers, Michelle Smith, Lisa Miller, and Vesla Weaver

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/19/us/politics/slavery-reparations-hearing.html By Sheryl Gay Stolberg

	Response Due 12/08



	Essential Policies
	

	Attendance Policy 
	 All assignments in this class are due Sunday at 11:59pm. There will be no late assignments accepted. 

Each week you will have three assignments due: 
(1) Readings
(2) Response Questions ( Posted on Blogs)
(3) Reply to at least two classmates blog post

I have provided an outline for you below of all assignments and projects. Please pay close attention to due dates, assignment explanations, and where to submit. 

	Assignment Policies 
	Late Work Not accepted under any circumstances other than medical documentation
	 
	Students may may  share articles, videos, audio recordings, etc on topics related to the course content with a brief summary and analysis.

	Academic Misconduct Policy 
	Engaging in any form of academic dishonesty with respect to examinations, course assignments, research projects, grades, and/or academic records, including, but not limited to plagiarism, cheating on exams, changing grades, and taking another student’s exam. ( COC 6.2) 

	ADA Policy
	The ADA of 1990 provides civil rights protection for individual with disabilities. It guarantees equal opportunities for “qualified individuals” with disabilities in all public facilities, educational programs, activities, services and benefits. The ADA upholds and maintains compliance standards to ensure institutions of higher education policies, procedures and practices are non-discriminatory.

Students needing academic accommodations should contact the Office of Disability Services at 713-313-7691.
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